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Picking a Topic 

Your research report may be based on: 

 a development or trend within your discipline 

 a subject of interest from a lecture  

 an area that raises a debate 

 a topic that draws on personal experience and practice 

(Levin, 2011, p. 36) 

 

Checklist Questions Yes/No 

Will it sustain your interest?  

Is it original?  

Are you able to find enough research?  

Is the area researchable within the time frame?  

 

Writing a Title 

 There are normally three parts to titles: an instruction (such as ‘compare’) or 

question word/phrase (such as ‘how’), the topic (main area of interest) and the 

focus/aspect (how it will be narrowed down) (Gillet, 2019). 

 Firstly, write out all the words or names that are essential to your research.  

 Start with forming open questions beginning with What, How, Why, Is/Are or 

Do/Does (Leahy, 1992, pp. 516-519). 

 Experiment by writing out several titles and rephrasing.  

 

Common Instruction Words: 

Analyse Examine closely; pick out key features and points 

Compare Show similarities and differences; could suggest which is preferable. 

Discuss Write about important points; maybe look at for/against. 

Evaluate Assess the worth by using evidence. 

Examine Look at in detail; critically evaluate. 

To what extent Consider the extent to which something is true or contributes to an 

outcome. 

(Cottrell, 2003, p. 155; Kent University, 2008) 
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Example Title Formats 

1. Question 

How do "The unfinished swan" and " Scanner sombre" use visual techniques and 

revelatory mechanics to produce meaningful experiences and propel players through 

game-spaces?  

 

 

2. Single Statement 

An exploration into the narrativity of the frame. 

 

 

3. Two Part Statement 

Modernism versus ornament: debating the effectiveness of communication through 

graphic and artistic poster design.  

                                           : 
 

4. Statement, Followed by Question 

Gender is a drag: how is feminine identity performed through practices of dress?  
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