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Interpret 

What does it mean? 

Explain 

Why is this 

important or 

interesting? 

Apply 

How can this be 

applied to this 

example or 

situation?  

Expand 

How could this be 

expanded? What 

questions does this 

raise? 

Compare 

How are the 

sources similar or 

different? 

Assess 

Do you agree, 

disagree or a 

mixture? Why? 

The essence of X’s 

argument is that … 

 

The quotation implies 

that … 

 

This suggests that … 

 

X’s words seem to 

show that … 

 

The use of the word 

… is interesting as … 

 

This is an important 

example as it 

highlights … 

 

When it was created, 

X was pivotal as it … 

 

X’s 

definition/viewpoint 

of … is pertinent 

because … 

 

X’s theory of … can 

be applied to … 

 

X’s viewpoint/theory 

relates to … because 

… 

 

These categories will 

be used to …as a 

way to … 

A possible alternative 

to …, could be to … 

 

This raises the 

question … 

 

In the context of …, 

X’s definition could 

be expanded to 

include … 

 

Building upon X’s 

suggestion, a 

possible solution 

could be to  … 

X’s words are similar 

to … as … 

 

Adding to X’s notion 

of …, Y discusses … 

 

Figure … is 

similar/different to 

Figure … as … 

 

In contrast, Y argues 

that … 

 

Unlike X, Y believes 

that … 

From the perspective 

of …, this seems 

applicable as … 

 

X’s opinion is 

supported by … 

 

However, X 

overlooks/omits … 

 

One of the main 

limitations is that … 

 

This is true to an 

extent as … but … 


