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The reading list below is a small selection of books on this topic, it is viewed as a 

starting point for your own research – we hope you find it insightful and thought 

provoking. See our Decolonising the Library webpage for more suggestions.  

 

Eddo-Lodge, R. (2017) Why I'm no longer talking to white people about race. London: 
Bloomsbury.  
Exploring everything from eradicated black history to the inextricable link between class and race, Why I'm 
No Longer Talking to White People About Race can help us understand race relations in Britain today.  
 

Kendall, F. (2012) Understanding White Privilege: Creating Pathways to Authentic 
Relationships Across Race, London: Taylor & Francis. 
Knowingly and unknowingly we all grapple with race every day. Understanding White Privilege delves into the 

complex interplay between race, power, and privilege in both organizations and private life. It offers an unflinching 

look at how ignorance can perpetuate privilege, and offers practical and thoughtful insights into how people of all 

races can work to break this cycle. 

Kennedy, D (2016) Decolonization: A Very Short Introduction Oxford: Oxford University 

Press. 

This succinct and insightful account of decolonization analyses the tumultuous events that caused the shift 

from a world of colonial empires to a world of nation-states in the years after World War II. Millions of Africans, 

Asians, and other peoples were the subjects of colonial rule by overseas empires through the mid-twentieth 

century. By the end of the century, however, nearly all of these peoples had become citizens of independent nation-

states. 

Olusoga, D. (2016) Black and British : a forgotten history. London: Macmillan. 
The definitive history of Britain’s troubled history with the people of Africa and t he Caribbean, 
Olusoga’s account begins in the Roman era and takes in Elizabethan ‘blackamoors’ and the horrors of 
the slave trade as well as the author’s own childhood memories of racism and prejudice.   

 
Pinther, K. and Weigand, A. (2018) Flow of forms : forms of flow : design histories 
between Africa and Europe. Bielefeld: Verlag. 
This publication appears on the occasion of the exhibition Flow of Forms / Forms of Flow; as discusses the 

dialogue between the Design Histories Africa and Europe. 
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Procter, A (2020) The Whole Picture: The Colonial Story of the Art in Our Museums & Why 

We Need to Talk About It London: Cassell. 

Tackles the subject of the art in museums and monuments which has a history in Britain's colonial past, 

from the propaganda paintings of the East India Company to the Maori skulls collected as art objects by 

Europeans. Should museums be made to give back their marbles? 

Sealy, M. (2019) Decolonising the camera: photography in racial time. London: 

Lawrence & Wishart. 

This book examines how Western photographic practice has been used as a tool for creating Eurocentric 
and violent visual regimes and demands that we recognise and disrupt the ingrained racist ideologies that 
have tainted photography since its inception in 1839. 
 

Gal-dem magazine  

gal-dem is a new media publication, committed to telling the stories of people of colour from marginalised 
genders. Within their online and print magazine, they address inequality and misrepresentation in the 
industry through platforming the creative and editorial work of our community across essays, opinion, 
news, arts, music, politics and lifestyle content. 
 

Help us Decolonise the NUA Library by suggesting relevant material we can add to our collection by 

filling in a New Item Request Form 
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