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Why use this tool?

Decolonising the 'Useful sources of information'

lists that we provide for students is an intrinsic

part of the work of decolonising the curriculum

and enables all students to explore and

reference different cultural histories and

narratives in their work. This can also increase a

sense of belonging within the university and so

ultimately contribute to the work of closing

awarding gaps.

NUA Library prioritises the purchase of resources

from these lists, so more diverse reading lists will

result in more diverse library collections overall.

How to use this tool

Decolonisation remains a complex and

contested concept that can also lead to some

challenging conversations. This guide suggests

some practical steps for you to start that

conversation.

This resource is designed to help you decolonise

your reading lists as a course team, with support

from librarians and in collaboration with

students. It can be used by course teams to

examine and reflect on their 'Useful sources of

information' lists and provides some practical

approaches to evaluating and sourcing

alternative texts, to make sure that texts support

a plurality of narratives.

Current lists can be accessed via the Library

website's Course Guides. 

 

The Library Course Guides: introductions

The library catalogue for finding books,

Lists of recommended resources e.g. 

Step 1: Engage with the library 

Each course has a Subject Librarian who works

with the course team and students. They

provide introductions to the library, run

workshops on finding and managing

information, and ensure that resources are

purchased which support the course – both

from the 'Useful Sources of Information' lists

and by selecting resources more generally.

Find out who your Subject Librarian is on the

Library's VLE page and invite them to take part

in your  'Useful Sources of Information' reviews

and decolonisation activities.

Finding resources

The library search page is the best

starting place for finding resources

https://library.nua.ac.uk/ 

This page links to:

       to key resources, by subject

       e-books, journals, films and DVDs

      Black History Month 2021

      Black History Month 2020

      Ask your Librarian for more suggestions 

https://library.nua.ac.uk/black-history-month-2021/
https://library.nua.ac.uk/course-guides/
https://vle.nua.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=140
https://library.nua.ac.uk/
https://library.nua.ac.uk/black-history-month-2021/
https://library.nua.ac.uk/black-history-month-2020/


What are the dominant voices and narratives

What voices and narratives are excluded, and

Are the texts Western-centric, or Eurocentric?

Are bodies of knowledge distorted? Can
discourse affect the way that we look at

Who is the author of the work? Are the

What is the relevance of the author’s identity

Who is talking about whose experience and/

What is the place of publication and

What is the language of the text? Is it a

What kinds of sources do we perceive

Step 2: Question your reading list

These questions can help structure a
discussion when looking at your 'Useful Sources
of Information' :

      in your areas of study?

      how can they be identified?

      groups of people?

      majority of the authors the same gender and
      ethnicity?

      in this context?

      or culture?

      geographic coverage of the text?

      translation or in its original language?

      to be of most academic value and why?

Disciplinary differences

Decolonising texts may seem easier in some
disciplines than others, depending on the
disciplinary traditions, and the nature of
the established canon. 

Texts that discuss this difficulty and set out
ambitions for a decolonised approach are
valuable for opening up discussion (for example
in the field of design:
https://www.decolonisingdesign.com).

It can also be helpful to acknowledge the
geographical and historical context of
knowledge production, and this is a useful
starting point for discussion.

Step 3: Find the marginalised
voice

Mainstream publishing tends to favour
those established within the academy,
and we know that some people are
underrepresented, particularly staff of
colour (El Kadi, 2019). This is slowly
changing and it is important to stay
abreast of existing and new scholarship
by academics of colour.

Shades of Noir’s ‘Terms of Reference’
journals include extended key terms,
resources and reading lists to support the
democratisation of curricula which
centres marginal communities
http://shadesofnoir.org.uk/terms-of-
reference-journals, and can be
incorporated into your lists. 

Many students also prefer accessing
information from a variety of media
sources, which are often more inclusive of
emerging voices. 

Library resources

The library has the following resources to
support you in diversifying the format of
materials on your reading lists:

• Journals and magazines: titles list 

• Films and documentaries are available
from the library, and BFI Player for
streamed movies

• TV and Radio content: via Box of
Broadcasts

Look at podcasts, websites, open access
resources,  YouTube and Ted Talks - try to
include voices that aren't yet published. 

Suggested student activities:

Staff-Student discussion on the
disciplinary canon, areas of exclusion, and
alternative narratives.

Ask students to critique their 'Useful
sources of information' list and suggest
new content from their own research and
experience. Ask students to use the "new
item request form" to send suggestions to
the library.

library@nua.ac.uk

https://www.decolonisingdesign.com/
https://fairplaygame.org/resources/
http://shadesofnoir.org.uk/terms-of-reference-journals/
https://library.nua.ac.uk/online-resources/publications/
https://player.bfi.org.uk/
https://learningonscreen.ac.uk/ondemand
https://www.youtube.com/
https://www.ted.com/talks
https://library.nua.ac.uk/using-the-library/item-request-form/

